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discover how education innovations can produce astonishing results in student success
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both in and out of school the educators featured in this book were motivated by the
conviction that even the best status quo education was not serving current student
needs they responded with radical changes that tap into recent ideas about educational
transformation personalization student driven curriculum student agency and co
ownership of learning direction school sheltered student entrepreneurship student led
civic projects creativity education and product oriented learning readers will find carefully
researched and detailed stories of on the ground models where students learn empathy
cooperation creativity and self management alongside rigorous academics together
these stories provide insight into the process of innovation and the elements that can
make change successful an education crisis is a terrible thing to waste will inspire
educators in ordinary situations to take extraordinary actions toward a new paradigm of
education in which all students can flourish book features real life stories of students
teachers school principals and school networks that have made radical innovations in
education cutting edge innovations that took place in a broad range of schools public
and private elementary to high school specific strategies and tactics educators can use
to counter preconceived or real concerns that prevent them from taking action to change

the global disruption to education caused by the covd 19 pandemic is without parallel
and the effects on learning are severe the crisis brought education systems across the
world to a halt with school closures affecting more than 1 6 billion learners while nearly
every country in the world offered remote learning opportunities for students the quality
and reach of such initiatives varied greatly and were at best partial substitutes for in
person learning now 21 months later schools remain closed for millions of children and
youth and millions more are at risk of never returning to education evidence of the
detrimental impacts of school closures on children s learning offer a harrowing reality
learning losses are substantial with the most marginalized children and youth often
disproportionately affected countries have an opportunity to accelerate learning recovery
and make schools more efficient equitable and resilient by building on investments made
and lessons learned during the crisis now is the time to shift from crisis to recovery and
beyond recovery to resilient and transformative education systems that truly deliver
learning and well being for all children and youth the world bank website

the author maps out the current state of south africa s educational resources and
presents strategies that address the country s present educational needs part 1 theories
methods constraints legitimacy rights priorities goals part 2 number crunching numbers
teachers classrooms money spaces aids part 3 strategies libraries technology training
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with critical issues like desegregation and funding facing our schools dissatisfaction with
public education has reached a new high teachers decry inadequate resources while
critics claim educators are more concerned with job security than effective teaching
though urban education has reached crisis proportions contending players have difficulty
agreeing on a common program of action this book tells why changing urban education
confronts the prevailing naivete in school reform by examining the factors that shape
reinforce or undermine reform efforts edited by one of the nation s leading urban
scholars it examines forces for change and resistance in urban education and proposes
that the barrier to reform can only be overcome by understanding how schools fit into
the broader political contexts of their cities much of the problem with our schools lies
with the reluctance of educators to recognize the profoundly political character of public
education the contributors show how urban political contexts vary widely with factors like
racial composition the role of the teachers union and relations between cities and
surrounding metropolitan areas presenting case studies of original field research in
baltimore chicago houston and six other urban areas they consider how resistance to
desegregation and the concentration of the poor in central urban areas affect education
and they suggest how cities can build support for reform through the involvement of
business and other community players by demonstrating the complex interrelationship
between urban education and politics this book shows schools to be not just places for
educating children but also major employers and large spenders of tax dollars it also
introduces the concept of civic capacity the ability of educators and non educators to
work together on common goals and suggests that this key issue must be addressed
before education can be improved changing urban education makes it clear to educators
that the outcome of reform efforts depends heavily on their political context as it reminds
political scientists that education is a major part of the urban mix while its prognosis is
not entirely optimistic it sets forth important guidelines that cannot be ignored if our
schools are to successfully prepare children for the future

education is intimately connected to many of the most important and contentious
guestions confronting american society from race to jobs to taxes and the competitive
pressures of the global economy have only enhanced its significance elementary and
secondary schooling has long been the province of state and local governments but
when george w bush signed into law the no child left behind act in 2002 it signaled an
unprecedented expansion of the federal role in public education this book provides the
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first balanced in depth analysis of how no child left behind nclb became law patrick
mcguinn a political scientist with hands on experience in secondary education explains
how this happened despite the country s long history of decentralized school
governance and the longstanding opposition of both liberals and conservatives to an
active reform oriented federal role in schools his book provides the essential political
context for understanding nclb the controversies surrounding its implementation and
forthcoming debates over its reauthorization how the struggle to define the federal role
in school reform took center stage in debates over the appropriate role of the
government in promoting opportunity and social welfare he places the evolution of the
federal role in schools within the context of broader institutional ideological and political
changes that have swept the nation since the 1965 elementary and secondary education
act chronicles the concerns raised by the 1983 report a nation at risk and shows how
education became a major campaign issue for both parties in the 1990s mcguinn argues
that the emergence of swing issues such as education can facilitate major policy change
even as they influence the direction of wider political debates and partisan conflict
mcguinn traces the republican shift from seeking to eliminate the u s department of
education to embracing federal leadership in school reform then details the negotiations
over nclb the forces that shaped its final provisions and the ways in which the law
constitutes a new federal education policy regime against which states have now begun
to rebel and that only by understanding the unique dynamics of national education
politics will reformers be able to craft a more effective national role in school reform

in the past decade the national preoccupation has been on the crisis in secondary
schools lurking behind the intractable problem of low pass rates the dysfunctional
schools and the small number of higher grade mathematics and science graduates is
the calamity in primary education drawing on the work of researchers in a range of fields
including psychology sociology anthropology linguistics economics the health sciences
and mathematics education this book documents the depth and scope of the primary
education crisis and provides a comprehensive and rigorous explanation of its causes
primary education in crisis pulls together the wealth of research on health poverty
resources language and teaching as factors in academic achievement in reading writing
and mathematics at the centre of the book is an analysis of the published studies that
systematically document what teachers teach and fail to teach and why it is that
teaching is at the heart of the crisis in primary education the author suggests that there
are no quick fixes but only hard choices and that for reform to succeed it must be
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evidence based

eleven stimulating essays using case studies of major cities and their schools suggest
what might be done to better foster equity and diversity in educating american public
schoolchildren highlighting the complications inherent in today s education system and
providing a framework for grappling with these problems
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